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PRESS RELEASE

MATIÈRES VIVANTES
Clarissa P. Valaeys & Lisa Novel
29 October–4 December 2026
Opening reception: Thursday 29 October
Galerie Renaissance · Grand-Rue 6, 1204 Geneva
Galerie Renaissance presents Matières vivantes, a duo exhibition bringing together the botanical paintings of Brazilian artist Clarissa P. Valaeys and the sculptural works of Lisa Novel. Through layered colour, natural pigments, earthy surfaces and woven fibres, the exhibition explores how nature enters an artwork through both its imagery and its materials.
The exhibition grew out of a personal encounter with the artists’ practices. Following Clarissa’s participation in the gallery’s 2025 Summer Salon d’Art, she introduced gallery director and curator Shahrzad Ghorban to fellow artist Lisa Novel. Their proposal for a joint exhibition revealed a dialogue between two distinct approaches, connected by an attentiveness to organic forms and the expressive qualities of matter.
For Clarissa, the plants of her native Brazil are a living link to her roots. Layered botanical forms, translucent passages and intersecting lines create compositions in which leaves, stems and colours overlap. These organic shapes suggest dimensions that lie beyond immediate observation, inviting a quieter, more receptive way of looking and feeling.
Some of the pigments she makes from plants and minerals deepen this connection. Nature enters her work through both the image and the substances that make it, grounding each piece in the particular qualities and origins of its materials.
Lisa’s sculptural works bring woven fibres into contact with earthy surfaces. Interlaced strands, irregular contours and contrasting textures make the relationship between material and form tangible. The viewer’s attention moves between the whole object and its individual elements, following the fibres and the gestures involved in shaping them.
Across the exhibition, line meets painting and sculpture. In Clarissa’s compositions, it connects and layers botanical forms; in Lisa’s works, it becomes a physical strand that helps construct volume. Colour and texture create further correspondences, allowing the works to converse while retaining their individual identities.



Matières vivantes invites visitors to consider nature as a material presence and a connection to place. Through close looking, the exhibition draws attention to a leaf's particularity, the texture of a surface, and the processes through which materials become artworks.
About the artists
Clarissa P. Valaeys is a Brazilian visual artist based in Geneva. She trained in graphic design at the Federal University of Paraná, before continuing her studies at the School of Visual Arts and The Cooper Union in New York. Following a career in advertising art direction and creative consultancy, she has worked as a visual artist in Geneva since 2020. Her work has been presented in solo and group exhibitions in Switzerland. In 2024, she undertook a Caran d’Ache residency at Plateforme 10 in Lausanne and collaborated with Snap Collective on Roots, a visual book showcasing her work.
Lisa Novel creates sculptural works combining ceramic forms with natural materials and fibres. Her practice explores the relationships between surface, structure and volume, bringing the textures of her materials into the foreground.
Visitor information
Exhibition: 29 October–4 December 2026
Opening reception: Thursday 29 October, 18:00–20:00
Venue: Galerie Renaissance, Grand-Rue 6, 1204 Geneva
Press contact
Shahrzad Ghorban
Director and Curator, Galerie Renaissance
Email: info@galerie-renaissance.com
Telephone: +41 22 810 86 64

*High-resolution images and further information are available on request.
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